The Albuquerque Cristo Rey High School Project, A Prospective
Cristo Rey Albuquerque yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Part I.   Yesterday 

The Studies. With a financial grant from the Catholic Foundation, the office of the superintendent of schools of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe undertook a pre-feasibility study.  This was accepted by the Cristo Rey Network which then gave permission for a full-scale Feasibility Study.  With the approval of the Archbishop, the Marist Brothers of the Schools, a religious order based in Bayonne NJ, sent two Brothers, on August 31, 2009, to Albuquerque to coordinate the study.  An advisory committee of respected members of the various sectors of the Albuquerque community guided the two Marist Brothers and the study was completed and submitted to the Network in May 2011.  The Network accepted the study but pointed out that a Cristo Rey high school in a city as small as Albuquerque would require, even more than usual, full support of the business community.  Moreover, the school, to be on a firm financial footing, would require $5 million, before it could open.  The Network put out the challenge: find more than the normal requirement of 25 jobs and raise $5 million.  The committee responded pledging to reach these two goals before asking the Network’s permission to open the Cristo Rey high school.
Part II.  Today.

The start-up committees.  The feasibility study being completed, the Marists are moving on.  Two religious orders, the Dominican Sisters and the Franciscan Friars have assumed the role of endorsers of the Cristo Rey High School. A new coordinator has been hired recently. The two committees have been working for months: 1. the jobs committee began with 8 jobs and, in the past 6 months, has found 14 more and is aiming to find another 13 for a total of 35 jobs by December 2011; 2. the finance committee composed of prominent citizens of the community, both in Albuquerque and in Santa Fe, is steadily growing.  Currently this committee seeks to establish relationships with members of the philanthropic community inviting a few major donors to consider investing in this new “work-study” model of secondary education.  Before opening fundraising to the public at large, this committee seeks to obtain 80% of its financial goal.  The finance committee expects to see clearly a portion of that goal by February 2012, although the actual fundraising is planned for a three-year period. We are more committed than ever to achieve our dream.
Part III. Tomorrow.

The site.  The building.  The students. The school we have all dreamed about must be located near the homes of the students yet not more than 30 minutes from their place of employment.  We have spoken with the owner of a 6 to 7 acre piece of land on the western edge of the South Valley.  This site is located close to major arteries of transportation and is accessible to financially disadvantaged students from Greater Albuquerque.  The owner is holding the land for Cristo Rey.  The Albuquerque Cristo Rey High School initially plans to open with a ninth grade class of a least 100 students and increase by the same amount each year until at full enrollment it would hold between 400 and 500 students.  The typical Cristo Rey student would qualify for free or reduced lunch and come from a lower income family. Academically the student may be reading at a level or more below 9th grade and be a “B” or “C” student rather than a high achieving “A” student. After 4 years, however, every Cristo Rey student is college bound.
Thank you for what you are doing now and for what you plan to do to make this dream come true!

A college prep, Catholic school for lower income students regardless of ethnic background or religious affiliation.
