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Albuquerque Cristo Rey Feasibility Study

Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Cristo Rey Network?

The Cristo Rey Network is a national association of high schools that provide quality, Catholic, college preparatory education to urban young people who live in communities with limited educational options.  Most Cristo Rey students qualify for the federal free or reduced lunch program.  Member schools utilize a longer school day and year, academic assistance, and counseling to prepare students with a broad range of academic abilities for college.  All students at Cristo Rey Network schools participate in a work study program through which they finance the majority of the cost of their education, gain real world job experience, grow in self-confidence, and realize the relevance of their education.

Where do Cristo Rey students work?  How does job scheduling work?

The Corporate Work Study Program (CWSP) secures entry-level employment opportunities for students.  These positions are often in hospitals, banks, law firms, non-profit organizations, architectural firms, accounting firms, and technology companies.  Each student works five days per month, with teams of four students sharing one full-time position.

What are the expectations of students in the CWSP?

Students are expected to meet or exceed the level of professionalism and dedication demanded of their adult colleagues at the work place.

How are students prepared for their work study jobs?

A rigorous summer training program includes courses in telephone and computer skills, office machines and filing, public speaking and team building, business ethics and etiquette, and professional dress.

Does the CWSP interfere with the academic schedule?

No.  An extended school day assures that the students’ employment does not interfere with their academic pursuits.

What are the advantages of hiring a Cristo Rey student?

Cristo Rey Network schools report:

· 99% work attendance every day.

· 90% of students receive “good” or “outstanding” year end performance reviews.

· Many businesses hire students to work additional hours over summer and winter breaks.

· The CWSP team handles all personnel concerns immediately.

· Since students are employed by the CWSP, businesses are not required to pay employment taxes or to provide health or other employee benefits.

Is it legal for an employer to hire a Cristo Rey student who may be as young as 14?

Yes. The U.S. Department of Labor, on August 11, 2010, issued a permit for Cristo Rey high schools to allow 14 and 15 year-old students to participate in the "student-work program" for school years 2010-2011 and 2011-2012.

Do students perform real work?  

Yes.  Students are assigned supervisors at their job sites and are responsible for completing their work the same as other employees.

What will be the salary for the student-employees?

It is anticipated that the salary for one FTE will be in the range of $20,000 to $23,000 for about ten months work, which is competitive with the salary for an entry level clerical worker after accounting for taxes and benefits.

What is the money earned by the students used for?  Do the students get paid directly?

In lieu of salaries, employers pay a fee to an employment agency operated by Cristo Rey.  Fees go directly towards the students’ education.
How do students get to and from work?

On their assigned work day, students are transported to and from their work sites by Cristo Rey personnel.

How can I hire a Cristo Rey student?

An employer can hire a Cristo Rey student once the High School is opened; meanwhile, employers are encouraged to make a commitment to hire students.  The employer may go to our web site at www.cristoreyabq.org and click on the link "Contact Us." 

Will the Cristo Rey school serve only Catholics?

Like all Catholic schools, Cristo Rey schools serve young people of various faiths and cultures.  In some Cristo Rey schools, 50% or more of the students are non-Catholic.

How do Cristo Rey schools define “economically disadvantaged”?

Cristo Rey Network schools seek to serve urban young people who are among the 37 million Americans living in poverty.  In general, Cristo Rey schools recruit students who qualify for the federal free or reduced lunch program.  

How will students be admitted to the Cristo Rey high school?

Cristo Rey seeks students who demonstrate employability, motivation, and academic potential.

Will students who graduate from Cristo Rey be prepared for college?  

Yes.  Cristo Rey offers a college preparatory academic program.  Students will complete a challenging program in core academic subjects, including four years of English, math and science.  Study skills, critical thinking, and interpersonal skills needed to be successful at college are stressed.  A tutoring program will be available for students who need extra support.  Across the Network, over 95% of the graduating students go on to college.

Who will be the sponsors of the Albuquerque Cristo Rey high school?

The proposed Cristo Rey High School will be governed by religious orders, like the Marist Brothers –coordinators of the feasibility study – who will co-sponsor the school.

Where will the school’s funding come from?

Much of the school’s funding will come from the innovative CWSP.  In addition, Cristo Rey asks that parents help with the cost of tuition based on their ability to pay.  The average cost per family is about $1,500 per year, but many families pay significantly less.  Beyond that, additional funding must come from the sponsoring religious orders and from contributions.

Where will the school be located?

The school will be in or near the South Valley.  Although a specific site has not yet been selected, there are several suitable sites that are under consideration.

If a student does not have a social security number, can he be enrolled at Cristo Rey?

All students must participate in the CWSP.  Students without a social security number cannot attend Cristo Rey because they cannot be employed.

How can I get involved?

There are many opportunities available for interested individuals and companies to support the effort to establish a Cristo Rey network school in Albuquerque.  Whether it be giving a work study opportunity, financial support or volunteering your time, we are happy to answer any questions. 


